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Abstract

Summary: Mahmoud Darwish's collection "Sarir al-Gharibah
(The Bed of the Stranger)" is considered one of his poetic works
belonging to the later stage of his poetic journey, spanning from
1995 to 2009. According to some critics and scholars, this
collection represents a phase of poetic maturity marked by
significant transformations in both form and content. Darwish
appeared more introspective during this phase, attuned to his
own needs and humanistic concerns, addressing existential
themes such as self-reflection, nature, life, death, and expressing
feelings of love as a fundamental human requirement. He also
delved into his daily experiences and contemplated his poetic
project.

The collection "The Bed of the Stranger," first published by
Riad El Rayyes Publishing House in 1999, marks a notable shift
in Darwish's poetic trajectory. It is a collection with personal
dimensions, focusing on the theme of love in its noblest sense.
The title "The Bed of the Stranger" is apt for all the poems
within the collection. The "stranger" refers to a woman whom
the poet encountered during his exile and estrangement. He fell
in love with her, and she reciprocated his feelings. They
communicated through their words, finding common ground
between them. Their past and present were intertwined, and they
shared the experience of alienation and exile.

This reading of "The Bed of the Stranger" explores the
dialogues of love that form the basis of the collection. The love
depicted in the collection does not rely on a unilateral
perspective or stem from a narcissistic lover. Instead, the poetic
voice shapes itself through the exchange of roles between the
lovers, shifting between past and present, myth and reality.

Keywords: Dialogues, Love, The Bed of the Stranger
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