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Abstract

This study aims at identifying the impact of the Arab spring on the image of the Al-Jazeera
channel as seen by the Algerian elite through studying a sample of university lecturers.
Questionnaires have been used to collect data from the respondents. The questionnaires used are
divided into three sections. Section 1 is concerned with the modes of watching Al-Jazeera during
the Arab spring. In this section, the researcher tries to identify the extent to which the respondent
watched Al-Jazeera during the Arab spring. Section 2 is concerned with the respondents’
evaluation of Al-Jazeera’s coverage of the Arab spring. Section 3 is concerned with the
identification of the extent to which the respondents watched Al-Jazeera after the Arab spring.

The following conclusions were arrived to:

Most of the respondents have to some extent followed the media coverage of the Arab spring.
Nevertheless, their reliance on Al-Jazeera in following that coverage was insignificant due to
imbalance shown by Al-Jazeera in covering those revolutions. Such an imbalance is due to the
influence of the Qatari agenda, which, in turn, indicates the relationship between the channel and
the state from which it broadcasts. This imbalance can be exemplified by the channel’s ignorance
of the Bahraini uprising and its silence on the Saudi protests that can be attributed to the

relationship between Qatar and these two countries.

As for the respondents’ watching Al-Jazeera after the Arab spring, most asserted definitively that
they have stopped watching it because of its imbalanced coverage. The results have also shown
that there are differences of statistical significance in the respondents’ evaluation of Al-Jazeera’s
coverage of the Arab spring in terms of the two variables of gender and academic specialization.
In summary, the study found that the image of Al-Jazeera, as seen by Algerian university
lecturers, has changed as a consequence of the channels’ coverage of the Arab spring. This
change is manifested by the respondents’ insistence on the negative aspects of the channels’

coverage and their definitive decision not to watch it in the future.

Key words: Arab spring, Al-Jazeera channel, elite, mental image
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