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Abstract: The real city is the one that meets the minimum conditions of life and takes
into account the requirements of its inhabitants, by providing basic infrastructure, from
wide and usable streets, sewerage channels, public facilities, administrations, hospitals,
schools, markets, parks, playgrounds, cultural facilities and rooms for dialogue and
discussion.

However, given the reality of our small and medium-sized cities in Algeria, many
differences exist in different levels of the urban network, between the coastal cities and
the inland cities, and even between the cities in the same area. It is thus unfair to use this
guantitative criterion only in the classification process. It is therefore necessary to adopt
other qualitative criteria to achieve a more logical and objective classification.

Through this study, we will try to shed light on the province of Ghardaia, one of the
southern provinces whose cities experienced a rapid growth rate for several reasons and
under different circumstances.

Keywords: small cities, medium-sized cities, quantitative norms, qualitative norms,
urban network, Ghardaia state.
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