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Abstract:

Urbanization is a global phenomenon that has affected most cities, as a result of the rapid
increase in population and economic and social transformations that cities have
experienced and pushed the rural population to migrate towards it. The demographic
explosion that Algeria experienced in the wake of independence, accompanied by a large
rural exodus, led to a rise in urban urbanization, particularly medium and small cities, and
the unbalanced intensification of Algeria's urban system between the north and south of
the country, which made us wonder about the location of medium-size cities in the process
of urbanization? How much does it contribute to the regional organization process? How
did it contribute to creating the local balance and structure of the field? to answer these
guestions we relied on the city of Mila as a study area to clarify the role of the medium-
size city in the urbanization process, and we concluded that the medium-size cities
contributed significantly to attracting the population and structuring the rural area,
although the major cities continued to grow.

Key words: Urbanization; Medium-size city; Internal migration; Sphere of influence;
Regional balance.
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