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African Identity and Arab-Islamic Culture
Prof: M. L.Ould Khelifa
And Prof: M. Zemouli

Cultural Identity is an anthropological concept that
concerns a historical period in which a community, a people
recognized in precise practiced values: way of thinkin,
communicating, believing, arts, and customs,...

The Arab-Islamic word and Africa that rather a mosaic of
peoples and communities having in common remarkable
ancient civilizations and recent gloomy common denominator
characterized by slavery and colonialism era.

This hegemony led to the disappearance of a valuable and
original cultural identity. This also applies to the Arab-Islamic
World because, here people’s cultures are organically
embrocated for geographically reasons-in the time where there
was no entry visa required-and having common believe in
most countries.
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Besides the multitude of languages and dialects as one
knows, the language is the backbone of any cultural identity-
in our region and the use in some cases of Portuguese English
or French colonial languages to deal with western
civilizations, nevertheless african languages such as Arabic
(our spiritual and scientific language) as well as Tamazight,
Hausa, Swahili, Noubia, Bambara and other African
languages play more important role in our heritage and
cultural identity because it is derived from people’s soul,
ancient famous civilizations, and from daily suffereing and
happiness.

The last decades successful struggle for liberation in our
region, give our Arab-Islamic and African Nations a great
confidence to reconquer its original and updeted cultural
identity to the enrich the globalization space.

In this paper, we will draw Arab-Islamic and African
cultural characteristics, especially by cultural and scientific
work- In Chankit, Timbuktu, harar, besides those well known
centers in Arab contries, that allowed our nations to build the
Arab-Islamic civilization, which built the famous knowledge
bridges between ancient’s and western modern civilizations.
Finally, in the spirit of the African Union, some suggestions,
about future aspirations for the promotion, renaissance of our
culture, and to restore our identity, are presented.
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