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Abstract

This intervention focuses on the intellectual conflict on the philosophy of history which opposed the
French philosophers on the one hand and the German philosopher Johann Gottfried Herder on the other
hand, and how this conflict led to maintaining a philosophical foundation of the idea of multiculturalism
and the relativity of values which would later become the most important intellectual issues of
contemporary societies. This multiculturalism founded by Herder believes that it is not possible to achieve
a true and objective understanding of history, peoples and cultures through the application of rationalism as
promoted by French Enlightenment philosophers, but rather by understanding each culture and each
historical stage according to its local and specific values and that each culture expresses its humanity in its
own way. Herder’s approach, which believes in the equality between cultures and peoples, provides the
intellectual bases for cultural dialogue and tolerance between peoples.
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