4:_}\4;-\ M\ j‘éa\a ‘}Mjl‘, JMA‘ Q.\M_)_’D
"l Gy e Yl
[The role of small and medium cities in rebalancing the urban network
The case of Souk Ahras]
HAMA Aya ® Dr Djeffal Djafar @

@ Doctorante a I’université de Batna2
@ Maitre de conférences classe B a I’université de Batna2

ABSTRACT: Among the results of the urbanization phenomenon witnessed by the
contemporary world in general and the third world countries in particular is the difficulty
of predicting its forms and pace. We find that globalization and the adoption of a market
economy by most countries of the world and the democratization of public policies are
two main factors that contributed to the creation and employment of several actors and
interfering actors in the reconstruction process. This led to a kind of decline in the role of
public bodies in the reconstruction process, and this reflected negatively on the pace of
development in medium and small cities in particular..

Algeria is among the third world countries that suffer from the phenomenon of rapid and
irregular urbanization, as it is characterized by the dominance of major cities, especially
coastal ones, on the national urban network, as we find that about 80% of its population
is concentrated within 10% of the national country. The border areas are among the most
important areas with a very low pace of development, given their natural and economic
qualifications, in addition to their strategic (border) location.

Faced with this problem and in order to rebalance the national urban system, Algeria has
adopted, through the National Plan for Regional Planning 2030, several measures,
including directing the reconstruction axis to the high plateaus and southern regions that
focus the largest number of small and medium cities.

The Souk Ahras Wilayat is among the border areas that suffer from economic stagnation
despite its natural, economic and historical capabilities, and suffers from the fragility of
its urban system, which consists of one city of the size of the large urban agglomerations

(ACLW) and two medium urban agglomerations and two semi-urban agglomerations
This is out of a total of 26 municipalities.

This research aims to shed light on the role of small and medium cities in balancing the
urban network of Souk Ahras by reviewing the importance of public policies for
development in achieving this goal.

KEYWORDS: Small-medium cities, spatial balance, regional development, border areas,
Souk Ahras city, 26 municipalities
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- Cahiers de géographie du Quebec Considérations sur les notions de petite ville et
de ville Moyenne Robert Desmarais.
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- Croissance urbaine et formes d'urbanité en pays de montagne, le cas de la ville de
Tizi-Ouzou « DJEFFAL Djafar »
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- Schéma d’Aménagement de I’EPT Nord-est 2025

- PLAN D’AMENAGEMENT DU TERRITOIRE DE LA WILAYA DE SOUK
AHRAS
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