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Summary

This study thoroughly examines the principle of distinction between combatants and
civilians in warfare, a cornerstone of International Humanitarian Law (IHL). Although this
principle is clearly established in the four Geneva Conventions and the 1977 Additional
Protocol 11, which obligate parties to a conflict to adhere to it, its practical application reveals
significant difficulties and challenges. Current practices in armed conflicts show a disturbing
increase in human rights violations, including the brutal harm inflicted upon civilians. Civilian
populations and objects have become targets of retaliation and acts of cruelty, clearly
demonstrated by the current situation in Occupied Palestine, particularly in Gaza, where daily
reports describe the tragic deaths of numerous children and women and their brutal treatment.
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This reality underscores the wide and painful gap between legal obligations and the on-the-
ground reality.

Keywords: Distinction between Combatants and Civilians, International Humanitarian Law,

Warfare, Civilian Protection, Human Rights Violations, Geneva Conventions, Additional
Protocol I1.



