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Abstract:

This publication explores the evolution of human knowledge through
its major technical and intellectual milestones, beginning with the
discovery of writing, followed by the invention of printing and the
emergence of computers, and culminating in the revolution of the
Internet and digital information. The first chapter highlights the
historical transformations that shaped the structure of human
communication, while the second focuses on the origins and
functional diversity of documentary institutions, from ancient to
modern libraries.

The subsequent chapters provide an analytical study of information
sources in their various classifications—printed and digital—with
special emphasis on reference materials. The publication also
addresses the architectural and design standards of documentary
institutions, libraries, and archives, underscoring the importance of
physical and technical preparedness in knowledge preservation.
The final sections shed light on the interaction between information
technology and documentation, including information networks,
digitization, digital libraries, and online documentation, as essential
components in building the knowledge society. This work serves as a
valuable academic reference for students, combining historical and
technological perspectives on the development of library and
information sciences within the context of contemporary digital
transformation.

Keywords:

Writing and libraries; Printing; Computers and the Internet;
Archives; Information sources; Documentation and digitization;
Information networks; Digital libraries; Digital documentation;
Information technology.
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