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Summary of the Pedagogical Study:

This pedagogical study provides a structured and comprehensive overview
of the prominent sects, schools of thought, and movements that shaped the
intellectual and political history of the Islamic world, targeting second-year
students in general history. It begins by analyzing theological schools such as
the Qadariyya (free will advocates), Jabriyya (predestination
proponents), Mu’tazila (rationalist theologians), and Ash’ariyya, highlighting
their intellectual roots and doctrinal debates on issues like divine decree and
God’s attributes. It then transitions to the major jurisprudential
schools—Maliki, Hanafi, Shafi’i, and Hanbali—alongside less widespread ones
like the Zahiri (literalist) and Ibadi, emphasizing their roles in shaping legal and
social frameworks. The study relies on authentic sources that connect
intellectual discourse to historical contexts, facilitating an understanding of

socio-intellectual developments in both the Islamic East and West.

The study also examines influential political movements, including
the Kharijites and Shiites,  their roles in early conflicts, and
the Almoravid and Almohad movements in the Islamic West, which fused
religious and political authority. A dedicated section explores schools of
spiritual purification and mysticism (Tazkiya and Irfan), tracing the spread of
Sufism and its ties to ethical and spiritual dimensions. The methodology links
the emergence of these trends to political and social factors, offering objective
analysis tailored to students’ academic levels. This makes the study an essential
reference for understanding the ideological and sectarian frameworks that

shaped the Islamic world’s history in both theory and practice.
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