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Cultural dimensions of tourism development in historical cities
Damascus is a city with a soul...!!!
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Abstract

The paper focuses on understanding Damascus as the grandmother of the capitals of the
world, and the secrets of its existence in the place and its continuity through time, based on
the concept of the genius of the place, and the genius of its residents in creating it as a
pleasant place to live, and the emergence of the city society characterized by social
solidarity, and the formation of a rich social capital, which supports the life of the city
completely It also supports tourism in it and makes it more sustainable and successful.

Tourism development projects are generally directed towards developing the necessary
infrastructure and administration, based on the natural and historical components that each
region possesses. In the hope that these components, structures and administrative facilities
will attract a tourist movement that meets the aspirations, plans and investments employed.
But reality imposes its conditions, and the field accounts become not the accounts of plans
due to the ignoring of cultural factors, or the underestimation of their importance.
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This paper will shed light on the importance of the cultural component in the tourism
development of historical cities, and the impact of the various cultural components on the
tourism activity in the city. And the spirit of the place that Damascus enjoys will appear,
not only with its architecture and tourist infrastructure, but what the colorful local culture
brings to the place of charm and attraction, showing the importance of the diversity of
sounds, smells, colors and treatment in traditional markets, streets, cafes, restaurants and
heritage hotels in tourist attraction and tourism sustainability.

Keywords: The genius of space, the spirit of the city, social capital, tourism sustainability,
commercial and hospitality traditions.
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