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Abstract:

This study aimed to investigate the role of social networks in the perception of Algerian
university professors regarding the political reality in Algeria. It starts by identifying the
relationship between their use of social networks and their perception of the political reality,
attempting to analyze the dimensions and indicators of social media users' perception of the
political reality and understanding the general context of the Algerian political scene and its
intersections with other fields. Algerian university professors are an important segment of
Algerian society, with various academic teaching and research roles. They possess the ability
to anticipate and understand the political reality in Algeria. However, the use of social media
by this group exposes them to the risk of information overload, which influences their
understanding of the Algerian political landscape.

The study also focused on the variable of political perception as an indicative measure
to monitor and understand the political attitudes and behaviors of Algerian university
professors. It shed light on the effectiveness of digital social networks in shaping users'
perception of the Algerian political reality, as perceived by Algerian university professors.

A descriptive methodology was used to achieve the study's objectives. A purposive
sample of 578 university professors from various Algerian universities was selected, and a
questionnaire was used as a data collection tool.

The study found several results, including:

The majority of the study participants showed neutrality regarding the ability of social
networks to encourage Algerians to respect different political orientations. Although social
networks can promote a culture of opinion diversity due to their partially open platforms for
expression, interaction, and discussion.

Most professors expressed neutrality regarding the relationship between understanding
and perceiving the Algerian political reality and the use of social networks. These networks can
provide a suitable space for discussing political issues and communicating with others to
discuss important political matters.

The study concluded that there is a significant neutrality regarding the relationship
between the use of social networks and adopting clear positions on local political issues. The
relationship between using social networks and adopting political positions is not purely causal

but influenced by several factors and variables. Interaction, exchange, and exposure to political



content can influence individuals' orientations, but this is also influenced by their personal,

cultural, and individual social contexts.

The study also found neutrality among the research community regarding linking the
perception of the Algerian political reality to the continuous use of social networks. The use of
social networks has a limited impact on motivating individuals to actively participate in political
activities, such as running for political positions or participating in elections, due to the presence
of other factors that have a greater influence on making political participation decisions than
the factors present in the digital environment.

Study terms :

Social networks, political perception, Algerian political reality
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OVERVIEW OF INTERNET USE ’

ESSENTIAL INDICATORS OF INTERNET ADOPTION AND USE
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OVERVIEW OF SOCIAL MEDIA USE

HEADLINES FOR SOCIAL MEDIA ADOPTION AND USE (NOTE USERS MAY NOT REPRESENT UNIQUE INDIVIDUALS)

NUMBER OF SOCIAL SOCIAL MEDIA USERS SOCIAL MEDIA USERS
MEDIA USERS vs. TOTAL POPULATION vs. POPULATION AGE 13+
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