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Study abstract:
The study design seeks to describe and analyse the use of social media

networks by young Algerians of the sample population, then extract to what extent
they master media education skills via the study main question: Do Algerian youth
possess media education skills? This question has been ensued by seven sub-
questions:

1.
2.

What are the patterns of Algerian youth's use of social networks?

What are the fulfilled satisfactions from Algerian youth's use of social
networks?

To what extent young Algerians fathom social networks and their work
mechanisms?

What is the level of the participation skill among Algerian youth using social
networks?

What is the level of the selection skill of Algerian youth using social
networks?

What is the level of the analytical skill of Algerian youth using social
networks?

What is the level of the critical skill of Algerian youth using social networks?
The study employed an electronic form, which was deliberately distributed by

sharing it in many social media pages and groups. Out of 500 copies retrieved, 453
were valid for analysis, after the use of this research tool and data analysis, results
have been attained, the most important ones are:

v' The majority of Algerian youth using social networks consented that

Facebook is the most preferred network. They also unanimously agreed that
their use is with their true personal identities and their exchange is through
writing, whereas their most prominent pattern of use is swiping through the
screen to be informed of everything they come across.

Most young Algerian subjects users of social media networks benefit from
them moderately and they achieve primarily cognitive satisfactions, which
substitute their exposure to traditional media, and interrupting their use fill
them with emptiness, but even though their degree of confidence in these
networks remain moderate.

Most of young Algerian subjects recognize the commercial nature of these
networks, and that their apps follow their use of Internet, but they fail to read
the contract before downloading them, and do not monitor the required
authorizations.

Most of the Algerian youth using social networks manifested a good level of
sharing skills.
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v" The majority of Algerian youth using social networks showed acceptable level
of selection skills.

v An average level of analytical skill was extracted from the responses of the
majority of Algerian youth users of social networks.

v Most Algerian youth subjects using social networks demonstrated acceptable
levels of critical skill.
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