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Abstract :
This research falls within psychosocial studies. It aimed to answer some

questions about factors explaining violence phenomenon expansion in Algerian
university according to university students’ social representations.

Adopting descriptive method, a questionnaire has been designed and applied on a
sample of 450 master 2 students at L’ Arbi ben M hidi University Oum el Bouaghi.

Quantitative and qualitative analysis of data led to the following results:

1. According to their social representations, Algerian university students explain
violence in university through family factors, factors related to the university
climate, psychological factors, social factors, cultural factors, and politico-economic
factors. The students considered the social factors as the most explanatory factors
for violence phenomenon expansion in university environment.

2. University students tend to have a negative representation about violence in
university.

Key words: social representations, violence, university student, university.
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