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Urban growth and the hierarchy of agglomerations
Algerian cities: the case of Constantine's urban agglomerations
" ** the BEKIRA model
ABSTRACT: The objective of this intervention is to give an analytical picture of urban
growth through the process of organization and consumption of urban space. And the
hierarchy of these urban gatherings that have developed into small towns and have spread
and multiplied across Algerian cities, due to the compatibility between the elements of
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the natural domain and population growth. For it has become one of the most important
problems facing specialists in land use planning. Due to the acceleration of the rate of
population growth and the consequent expansion of the urban environment, which is often
at the expense of agricultural land, which has been witnessed in many Algerian cities
despite the guiding policy they have adopted in land planning to reduce the severity of
the irrational exploitation of space.

These factors have contributed to the development of processes and mechanisms for the
extent of the impact of urban expansion of the city. So that it is directed and organized to
positively serve the citizens of the city. So that the subject of urban growth has become
of great importance, because of its direct impact on the lives of the population, which has
prompted those interested in knowing the challenges faced by cities, and then achieve
results and find scientific and practical solutions, to address the various problems of the
city.

The city of Constantine has experienced a remarkable urban growth and rapid
development in its territory, as one who looks forward to the pace of its growth. Notes
that the growth of a large group of residential settlements, and even scattered areas, to
urban centers has exceeded the small towns. Including the new town of Ali Mendjeli,
Massinissa, the area of Ratba in the town of Didouche Mourad and the area of Bekira
case study in the town of Hamma Bouziane. The latter was a scattered area during the
period of the beys, through the colonial period, until the census of 1966, and after the
census of 1977, this area has become a secondary settlement.

What is the reason for the growth of this agglomeration? How it has developed and
become an outlet for the city of Constantine?

KEYWORDS: City of Constantine, Bekira, urban growth, urban hierarchy, urbanization,
geographic area
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