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Abstract

Algeria has a rich and diverse urban heritage, and this heritage contains multiple forms
that reflect the deep history of the region known for its many heritage areas. Especially
with regard to desert palaces, this contributed greatly to the settlement of many human
groups in these areas. In this sense, protection and preservation of this cultural heritage is
no longer sufficient. Rather, thinking is currently moving towards achieving its long-term
sustainability, because it constitutes a national wealth for all current and future generations,
and it is the property of all of them. These heritage areas and their development to become

tourist poles and positively employing them within the framework of an integrated tourism
project.
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Urban tourism has become a very important concern for many governments and
countries, as this sector is considered one of the most important sectors that contribute to
advancing economic growth and raising the financial return. For this, it is necessary to find
a comprehensive strategy based on mobilizing and mobilizing all available resources,
which constitute a solid ground for comprehensive cultural, social and economic
development. In this context, tourism and its various service activities and its relationship
to urban development in particular and sustainable development in general, have become a
social and economic demand and a focus of interest from politicians and thinkers of this
world. Therefore, it was necessary to expand the tourist base to include heritage areas that
are considered distinct areas and symbols or important civilizational landmarks that
translate the depth of the proven history over the centuries, the extent to which humans
have adapted.

The Boussaada area, located in the Wilayat of M’sila in the south, at the entrance to the
desert, is among the most important areas that are rich in many distinctive heritage
monuments that are not well exploited for the development of urban tourism in the city,
including the old palace that was established at the end of the seventeenth century, and the
area of sand dunes. The shortage in the number of reception structures and the lack of
investment in the provision of basic facilities and training in the field of tourism negatively
affected the development of this region. In light of this situation, how can the “Ksar” be
rehabilitated so that it can effectively contribute to the development of urban tourism in the
city of Boussaada in particular and the region in general?

Keywords: urban heritage, the “Ksar” of Boussaada, rehabilitation, local development,
urban tourism.
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