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The research entitled "Cultural Patterns in Andalusian
Biography Literature: The Book of Tabayan by Prince
Abdullah bin Balgin Al-Gharnati" aims to investigate the
cultural origins of the art of biography in the Arab world in
general, and in the Andalusian region in particular. The
research seeks to identify its artistic and structural
foundations, as well as to uncover the reasons behind its
concealment within various literary genres, where its authors
deliberately obscured its designation in the titles of Arabic
works.

Additionally, the study aims to explore and approach a
traditional heritage corpus that represents a treasure trove of
Andalusian literature. This corpus contains components of
self-biography dating back to the fifth century of the Hijra
(Islamic calendar), analyzed through the lens of cultural
criticism. This approach has demonstrated its ability to delve
Into the hidden aspects of literary texts. In this context,
Prince "Abdullah™ constructed his personality and culture
within a literary framework that blends various cultural
components, merging history and thought, and utilizing
modern narrative techniques that draw parallels between his
past and present in a comparative style. This approach
highlights psychological aspects that influenced his life's
direction, surpassing a mere historical account of his life and
his family, the "Banu Ziri," to produce a work that captivates
readers in a philosophical style. Cultural criticism aided us



in unraveling Abdullah's discourse, interpreting the subtext
through manipulation of philosophical literary language.
This process led to the identification of the components of
his autobiographical narrative.

Hence, in this scientific research, | aimed to thoroughly
study the book, surpassing mere description and content
presentation. The goal was to answer a key question: What
are the main cultural patterns underlying the text of
"Tabayan," what are its biographical components, and why
did "Abdullah" embed his self-biography in a work that
superficially seems limited to the history of his Ziri-rooted
state?
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