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Biographical cinema in the documentary film
Semio—interpretive study

Debbah Toufik, Dr Naili Nafissa

Summary

The lives of well-known personalities or "famous people" have become required to
weave a cinematic plot that tells their autobiographies, which we call "biographical
documentary films' that are concerned with the documentary cinematic treatment of

the lives and biographies of celebrities

It is the subject of our study, for which we have chosen as a sample three films that
convey the biographies of three well-known personalities, which are the films '"The
Biography of Ali", "Al-Arabi Ben M'hidi..the Box of Ideas" and '"Taha Abdel-

Rahman..The Renewed Philosopher ".

With these cinematic works, we focused our applied research effort by posing the
following problem: What is the nature of the treatment of documentaries, the study
sample, 'Sirat Ali, Larbi Ben Mhidi, Taha Abdel Rahman' of the biographies of these
prominent personalities? How did the documentary film blog convey the biographies

of these celebrities through the films the sample of the study¢

The semiological analysis of fiims was relied on in this study, based on the
asymptotic integration through the approaches of Roland Barth and Christian Matz

in analyzing the films of the study sample.

After performing the technical cutting of the selected clips, collecting the possible
information from interviews with directors and analyzing the films, we reached the
desired results from the research, the most important of which is that the director's
touch and directorial vision are the only guarantees for the success of the biography

documentary film.

Keywords: biography, documentary film, semiological analysis of films.
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